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agonized that my uncle, who was present, alarmed for
his life eagerly and instantly taking hold of my arm led
me out of the room. For ten days I saw no more of my
father. At the end of that time I was again summoned to his
room, he being still at Coleherne. I found him composed,
but looking dreadfully ill, thin and pale. He languidly said :

" William, I lament that you should once more have
deceived and disappointed me." Then pausing and cover-
ing his face with both hands for some moments, he con-
tinued : " But I have observed that plans fondly laid by
parents for their children very early in life, are seldom or
never made effectual. It has pleased an all wise providence to
heap upon me accumulated afflictions,but God's will be done,
it is as much my duty as my inclination humbly to bow to
these visitations. As I find you cannot settle yourself
to any thing in your native land, we must try another
line and another country for you, and may the Almighty
in his unbounded goodness vouchsafe to turn your heart.
I still believe, notwithstanding all that has passed, that
your wish is to do right, and that you are not void of sensi-
bility and generosity, but resolution, or control over your
passions you have none. Through life, young as you are,
you have hitherto suffered them heedlessly to run away
with you, even without a struggle.55 After another pause he
added : " Since I saw you last I have procured for you the
situation of a cadet in the East India Company's service,
and God grant you may do better in future than you have
hitherto. And now leave me, I feel too weak and exhausted
to say more.'5

On my way back to London I reflected very seriously
upon recent events, and the important change about to
take place respecting myself, but as novelty is everything
to a youthful mind, more cheerful ideas soon predominatedj
and I looked forward with something like pleasure.

In the middle of September, several friends having
recommended my father to go to some place at a distance,
in order to try to get rid of a nervous affection that preyed
upon his spirits, he resolved to visit Bath and to take me